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• Regulate Nova Scotia capital markets to

– protect NS investors by requiring licensing, 
regulation and disclosure, and

– issuing warnings, of frauds, schemes and 
cautions around speculative investments

– foster fair and efficient markets

• Educate NS investors to help them make informed 
investment decisions 

What we do for Nova Scotians
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Commission Branches

• Investor Education

• Policy and Market Regulation 

• Corporate Finance

• Enforcement 



Working with an adviser can help you

Why do I need an adviser?
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• analyze your financial position and set investment 

goals

• design an investment plan

• design a portfolio

• choose suitable investments

• Track your progress

• Help you adjust as necessary



You want to invest - How to choose an 

adviser?

• Certified Financial Planner vs. Financial Adviser

• Before you invest checklist

• Questions to ask when choosing a financial adviser

• Check registration and CSA’s Disciplined Person’s list

• Working with a financial adviser
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https://www.securities-administrators.ca/uploadedFiles/General/pdfs/Check_Before_You_Invest_Workbook_FINAL_EN.pdf
https://www.securities-administrators.ca/nrs/nrsearch.aspx?id=850
https://www.securities-administrators.ca/disciplinedpersons.aspx?id=74
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Before you invest checklist

https://www.securities-administrators.ca/uploadedFiles/General/pdfs/Check_Before_You_Invest_Workbook_FINAL_EN.pdf


Property of the Nova Scotia Securities 
Commission.  Duplication is prohibited 

without consent.

Check registration and CSA’s Disciplined Person’s list

https://www.securities-administrators.ca/nrs/nrsearch.aspx?id=850
https://www.securities-administrators.ca/disciplinedpersons.aspx?id=74


Understanding Registration

The Categories of Registration
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Scholarship 
Plan Dealer

Exempt Market 
Dealer

Mutual Fund 
Dealer

Investment 
Dealer

Portfolio 
Manager

Very Limited Somewhat
Limited

No limitations

Spectrum of Securities Products Offered



• Savings Bonds

• Treasury Bills

• Money Market Funds

Investment Products
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Cash and Cash Equivalents: Fixed Income Securities:

• GICs

• Bonds

• Mortgage and bond funds



• Common Shares

• Preferred Shares

Investment Products
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Equities: Investment Funds:

• Mutual Funds

• Exchange Traded 

Funds (ETFs) 



• Sign blank documents

• Avoid opening your mailed financial statements

• Leverage large, high interest loans to invest

• Make out cheques to your adviser

If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

Do Not!!!

Property of the Nova Scotia Securities 
Commission.  Duplication is prohibited 

without consent.



• You were promised a high return for low risk.

• You have to act now and are given no time to think it 

over.

• You are being given confidential or inside information.

• There is no credible source that can validate the 

investment.

• The firm or advisor is not registered.

Scams and Fraud
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Red Flags of Investment Fraud:



• Affinity Fraud

• Ponzi Scheme

• Boiler Room

• Pump and Dump

• Cold Calls, E-mails, Social Media, Forums, Reddit

• Binary Options

• ICOs & Cryptocurrency scams

Common Scams and Frauds
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• Adviser

• Head office or Firm

• IIROC or MFDA, if applicable

• Ombudsman for Banking Services and Investments 

(OBSI)

• NSSC Complaint process

Investor complaint process
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Online Resources:
• Nova Scotia Securities Commission

- http://nssc.novascotia.ca

- twitter.com/NSSCommission

• For Seniors

- http://www.mfda.ca/investors/seniors.html

- http://serveourseniors.org/

• Before You Invest Tools

- http://www.securities-administrators.ca/investortools.aspx?id=1128#dpl

• Check Registration and Disciplinary History

• http://www.securities-administrators.ca/nrs/nrsearch.aspx?id=850

• http://www.securities-administrators.ca/disciplinedpersons.aspx?id=74

• Have a Complaint?

- http://nssc.novascotia.ca/recognize-and-report-scam
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http://nssc.novascotia.ca/
http://www.mfda.ca/investors/seniors.html
http://serveourseniors.org/
http://www.securities-administrators.ca/investortools.aspx?id=1128#dpl
http://www.securities-administrators.ca/nrs/nrsearch.aspx?id=850
http://www.securities-administrators.ca/disciplinedpersons.aspx?id=74
http://nssc.novascotia.ca/recognize-and-report-scam
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